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Historical Note:
The National Life & Accident Insurance Company originally began in 1900 in
Nashville as the National Sick & Accident Association. The company was bought
by Cornelius Abernathy Craig in 1901 on the Davidson County Courthouse in
the settlement of an estate. Craig was elected president of the company in 1902,
with W.R. Wills as secretary and treasurer, and C. Runcie Clements as assistant
treasurer. In the beginning, National Life & Accident sold only health and
accident premiums, mostly to industrial workers. Craig, Wills, and Clements
later expanded their services, opening its first life insurance department in 1920.
By 1924, the company was offering an even wider range of insurance policies.

Edwin Wilson Craig, son of C.A. Craig, is credited with coming up with the idea
of a company radio broadcasting station. WSM, the acronym for National Life &
Accident’s motto (“We Shield Millions”), first launched in 1925, and broadcast
country music from the Grand Ole Opry. The company owned both the radio
station and the Opry until the 1980s.

By the mid-1960s, National Life & Accident had outgrown its building at the
corner of 7th Avenue North and Union Street. The new National Life building,
which sat across from the Tennessee State Capitol, rivaled its largest competition,
the Life & Casualty Tower. The building was sold to the State of Tennessee in the
late 1990s and became the William R. Snodgrass Tower.

In 1982, American General Corporation gained control of National Life in a
hostile takeover. American General, which had already owned Life & Casualty
Insurance Company since the 1960s, merged the two companies together in the
1980s, effectively ending a significant era in Nashville’s economic and business
history.



Scope and Contents of the Collection:
This collection contains artifacts, business records, photographs, and printed
materials relating to the history of National Life & Accident Insurance Company,
its leadership, and its staff. Dates range from 1893 until the early 1980s, with bulk
dates between 1935 and 1962. The collection documents the business history of
one of Nashville’s oldest insurance companies and what was one of the top
insurance companies in the nation.

Index Terms:
Subjects:
Insurance companies.
Insurance companies--1890-1900.
Insurance companies--1900-1910.
Insurance companies--Employees
Insurance companies--United States.
National Life & Accident Insurance Company, Inc. (Nashville, Tenn.)

Related Collections:
Jerry Parker Life & Casualty Collection
Life and Casualty Collection
Vertical Files--Buildings--American General Center (National Life Building) (TN
Towers)

Arrangement:
This collection is arranged alphabetically into four series: Artifacts, Business
Records, Photographs, and Printed Materials.

The Artifacts series contains items relating to National Life, American General,
and Life & Casualty insurance companies. Items include an ashtray, dice, a
grooming kit, coasters, pins, and a paperweight. This series also includes a
seven-inch reel-to-reel of a speech by C.A. Craig, II and vinyl records honoring
Edwin Wilson Craig.

Business Records includes financial statements, correspondence, and legal
documents relating to the day-to-day business of National Life & Accident
Insurance Company.

The Photographs series includes photographs taken at various events and
celebrations, people associated with National Life, and the various sites of
National Life & Accident offices from 1900 until 1970.



Printed Materials includes newspaper clippings, programs, publications, and
speeches relating to National Life & Accident Insurance Company. A large part
of this series includes issues of “Our Shield” from 1934 to 1982.
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